Planta in habitatio naturali ad 180 mm alta . Bulbus globosus , 30 mm in diam. Folia 2, lanceolato-falcata ad oblonga, subobtuse, ad 110 mm longa, 20 mm lata. Pedunculus ad 30 mm longus. Inflorescentia racemosa , densa, ad 130 mm longa, 30 mm in diam ., florida . Flores Pedicellares; pedicelli 2-3 mm longi. Flores cremoricolores, patuli vel parum cernui , oblongocampanulata, 10 mm longi. Segmenta externa oblongs, 7 mm longa, cremea; carinis pallide viridibus , tumoribus atroviridibus . Segmenta intern a oblongo-obovata , 9 mm longa, cremea, carinis pall ids viridibus, atro-viridibus apicem versus . Stamina valde protrudentia, cremea sed magentea distaliter. Ovarium ovoideum viride. Semen ovoideum, arillodio brevi terminali porcato. Plant in natural habitat up to 180 mm tall. Bulb globose, 30 mm in diam. , covered with many layers of pale brown fibrous scales, produced into a neck 20 mm long. Leaves 2, lanceolate-falcate to oblong, subobtuse, up to 110 mm long , 20 mm broad, channelled above, upper surface glaucous green with large purple blotches, the cartilaginous margins undulate and crisped; clasping base short. Peduncle short up to 30 mm long, 5 mm in diam . , maroon. Inflorescence racemose, densely manyflowered, up to 130 mm long, 30 mm in diam.; pedicels 2-3 mm long; bracts cuplike at base becoming progres-sively longer to narrow-Ianceolate at apex. Flowers cream, patent to slightly cernuous, oblong-campanulate 10 mm long, 6 mm in diam. at base; tube 2 mm long, cream; outer perianth segments oblong 7 mm long, cream, with green keels shading to darker green gibbosities; inner perianth segments longer than the outer, patent, oblong-obovate, 9 mm long, cream with pale green keels shading to darker green at apex. Stamens well exserted 11 mm long; filaments cream, magenta on upper third. Ovary ovoid 4 mm long, 3 mm in diam; style cream up to 12 mm long. Seed ovoid with a short ridged terminal arillode. (In cultivation plants become much larger in all respects. Inflorescences up to 250 mm high. Leaves up to 140 mm long and 30 mm broad becoming much darker green and more erect. Flowers up to 13 mm long). (Figures 1-4) .
Flowering time: mid-August -mid-September. This unique species which is only known from one collection is named in honour of Graham D. Duncan, horticulturist who has taken a special interest in the genus Lachenalia for many years and has added considerably to the collection in the nursery at the National Botanic Garden, Kirstenbosch, and to the collections in the Compton Herbarium. He has recently collected several other species as yet unknown, which will be described when it has been possible to study them in detail. green, densely covered with minute stellate hairs; lower surface suffused with dark maroon; clasping base subterranean 10-15 mm long, suffused with maroon. Peduncle wiry, slender 25-50 mm long, 1-5 mm in diam . Inflorescence racemose, fe.w-f1owered; rachis 15-20 mm long, maroon at base, shading to white at apex; pedicels 2-5 mm long, spreading, bracts oblong, maroon at base , white at apex , clasping the bases of the pedicels. Flowers white, patent, widely campanulate, 20 mm long; tube 2 mm long , rounded at the base; outer perianth-segments ovate , 6 mm long, 3 mm wide with very pale green gibbosities; inner perianth segments 7 mm long slightly longer than the outer, cuneate , the two upper 2.5 mm wide , the lower 2 mm wide , all with pale yellow keels. S.-Afr.Tydskr. Plantk. , 1989, 55(6) phylia Bak ., which has oblong-cylindrical flowers . When the bulbs flowered at Kirstenbosch on October 23, 1986 they proved to represent a completely unknown species , with dainty white , widely campanulate flowers with the stamens as long as the inner-perianth segments.
The seeds are so minute that it was necessary to draw them at the magnification of 50 instead of the usual 25. The whole testa and the short arillode are covered with irregular ridges, and the seed most closely resembles that of Lachenalia polypodantha W.F. Barker , which is possibly the closest ally. The latter has a much larger leaf and a much more dense inflorescence of widely-campanulate , white flowers, with the stamens well exserted beyond the inner-perianth segments. The Lachenalia elegans complex is composed of many colour varieties, and has a wide distribution range along the western mountain ranges from Nieuwoudtville in the north to Ceres in the south . The distribution ranges of some of the varieties overlap , but as far as is known the typical variety is confined to the most northern end of the range, in the vicinity of Nieuwoudtville , and var. flava occurs at the most southerly end bounded by Elands Kloof, Ceres and Karoo Poort.
The flowers in the typical variety are suberect and oblong-urceolate, and the inner segments are white with the apices recurved, presenting a pale pink subapical spot. In the other varieties the flowers are patent and S. -AfLTydskL Plantk. , 1989, 55(6) urceolate , and the inner segments are variously coloured , the tips are recurved presenting variously coloured subapical zones with white membranous edges of various widths according to the variety, giving the flowers their characteristic appearance when seen in front view . In all the varieties the stamens are distinctly shorter than the inner perianth segments, and the style is shorter than the stamens. The seeds in all the varieties possess a terminal inflated arillode . Plant 150-250 mm tall. Bulb globose 15-20 mm in diam . , covered with a few layers of brown membranous tunics. Leaf usually solitary, lanceolate to ovate-Ianceolate, glaucous above with darker green blotches, with a narrow , maroon, cartilaginous crisped margin , clasping base with or without maroon spots. Peduncle stout up to 70 mm long spotted with red. Inflorescence spicate, dense up to 100 mm long , 25 mm diam. Flowers patent 7-10 mm long, 7 mm in diam. midway; outer perianth segments 5-7 mm long, bright yellow , ovate narrowing to an acute maroon apex, gibbosities pale green; inner perianth segments obovate obtuse, 5-7 mm long, 3-4 mm broad, bright yellow with a broad recurved crescentshaped dark maroon subapical zone with a narrow white membranous margin. Stamens shorter than the inner perianth segments . Ovary ovoid; style short not protruding beyond the stamens. Seed globose with a medium sized to short terminal inflated arillode.
(Figures 12 & 13).
Flowering time : July -August. Var. f1ava is characterised by its patent , urceolate, bright yellow flowers, the outer perianth segments are just tipped with dark maroon above the pale green gibbosities , and the innerperianth segments which are only slightly longer than the outer, are recurved at the apex and present narrow dark maroon crescent-shaped subterminal markings with narrow white membranous edges, which give the flowers their characteristic appearance when seen in front view. As far as its distribution is concerned the variety appears to be confined to the southern end of the species range , bounded by Elands Kloof, Ceres and Karoo Poort. green, the outer perianth segments are pink with the narrower upper third and the gibbosities deep maroon . The broader inner perianth segments are pink on the lower half and the upper recurved half is dark maroon with a narrow white membranous margin.
It has a wider distribution range than the two former varieties and overlaps that of the typical variety, extending from Nieuwoudtville in the North to Clanwilliam in the South. Inflorescence spicate, dense, up to 120 mm long. Flowers patent, urceolate, 7-9 mm long, 5-7 mm in diam. midway; tube 2-3 mm long, pale yellow; outer perianth segments 5-6 mm long, 4 mm broad at base, ovateacuminate pale to deep yellow with green gibbosities; inner perianth segments obovate-oblong, 5-7 mm long 4 mm wide near the apex , pale green with a dull brownish crescent-shaped subterminal zone bordered by a broad white membranous apex .
• Stamens distinctly shorter than the inner segments. Ovary ovoid, style very short not protruding above the stamens . Seed globose, with a medium, terminal inflated arillode. (Figures 16 & 17) .
Flowering time: August -September. In var. membranacea the flowers are patent and urceolate but they differ from those in the two former varieties in their colouring which is more subdued. The perianth tube and the outer perianth segments are pale yellow or a slightly deeper yellow, and the gibbosities are pale green, whereas the inner segments are pale green with a crescent-shaped dull brown subterminal zone with a broader white recurved membranous apex, which, when seen in front view, is quite striking and suggested the specific epithet. The leaves are usually greyish-green and densely spotted above with darker green or maroon. It has a wide distribution range overlapping that of var. suaveolens. ,r-n F'
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There is substantial evidence to suggest that Lachenalia hirta (Thunb.) Thunb . was the earliest example of the genus to be illustrated in colour, as it is represented in three of the Codices or Florilegia considered to be copies of van der Stet's journal of his expedition to Namaqua- from the same source. The first of these is housed in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin (TDC), and is considered to be the original document. The second, known as the 'Codex Witsenii' is housed in the South African Museum Library, Cape Town (SAM), while the third is in the South African Public Library, Cape Town (SAPL).
However the species was only validly published by Thunberg in his Nova Genera Plantarum in 1784, a century later, when he named it Phormium hirtum, from a specimen which he had collected on his travels to Namaqualand on his third journey in 1774. It is housed in his herbarium in Uppsala . In 1794 in his Prodromus Plantarum Capensium, Thunberg finally transferred it to the genus as Lachenalia hirta (Thunb.) Thunb. mm long , 4 mm in diam. at base; tube very short bluish grey; outer perianth segments oblong, bluish grey at base shading to white to pale yellow with brown gibbosities; inner perianth segments obovate-oblong , bluish grey at base, shading to white to pale yellow, the narrow keel blue at the base with a brown subapical spot. Stamens well exserted. Ovary obovoid; style well exserted. Seed globose with a minute ridged arillode similar to that of the typical variety. (Figures 20 & 21) .
Var. exserla differs from the typical one in having shorter more campanulate flowers and the stamens and style well exserted. In both varieties the seeds are similar, with a minute ridged arillode.
Var. exserta appears to be limited to the southern end of the distribution range of the species from C1anwilliam as far south as Mooreesburg, whereas the typical variety has a wider range extending up into Namaqualand.
Representative specimens In 1937 on my first visit to Kew, I had the privilege of examining most of the specimens which had been used for executing the Lachenalia paintings in N.J. Jacquin's magnificent work, 'Icones Plantarum Rariorum' Vol. II, and was able to compare the paintings with the specimens which had been borrowed specially on my account, and which proved to be exact matches of the paintings. Unfortunately and tragically during world War II, in the bombing of Vienna, all these specimens, many of them holotypes were destroyed. It is necessary therefore for the colour plates to be designated as the lectotypes of the species. Plant up to 230 mm tall. Leaf solitary, narrow-lanceolate canaliculate, up to 160 mm long; blade up to 110 mm long and 15 mm wide at base, green , margin undulate. Peduncle slender up to 80 mm long above the clasping base. Inflorescence racemose, lax, many-flowered up to 80 mm long, 30 mm in diam; pedicels 5-10 mm long. Flowers cernuous, oblong-campanulate, 7 mm long 4 mm diam. at base; outer perianth segments ovate greyblue at base, shading from cream to pale magenta, gibbosities inconspicuous, apex slightly recurved; inner perianth segments oblong obtuse, narrower than the outer, cream at the base shading to pale magenta, apex slightly recurved. Stamens pale magenta well exserted. Seed globose with a medium inflated arillode, similar to that of the typical variety. (Figures 24 & 25) .
Flowering time: September. Var. glauca is usually a less robust plant than the typical one, and differs from it in having paler oblongcampanulate flowers. The perianth tube is pale greyishblue and the perianth segments all shade to pale magenta in the upper half, giving the inflorescence an overall glaucous appearance, which has suggested the specific epithet. The oblong-obtuse inner segments are narrower than the outer.
In the typical variety the perianth is pale green to white, shading to pale magenta or purple, and the gibbosities are brown. The obovate broader inner perianth segments are deep purple, and the extreme rim is tightly rolled back , while there is a central wedgeshaped pale green zone narrowing from the base of the segment to the apex with a central pale brown keel, terminating in an oblong brown subterminal marking. The seeds of the two varieties have a similar medium sized, terminal inflated arillode. S.-Afr. Tydskr. Plantk . , 1989, 55(6) campanulatis) differt. Perianthii segmenta interna leviter longioria segmentis externis ; staminibus breviore exertis. Folia succulenta semiteretia, peranguste canaliculata. Semen globosum , arillodio brevi terminali varietati typicae simili.
TYPUS.-Cape Province: 19 km S. of Riversdale an Blombos road , G.J. Lewis 5628 (NBG , holotypus) .
Plant 80-300 mm tall. Bulb globose 10-15 mm in diam. with brown membranous tunics. Leaves 2 succulent and semi-terete with a very narrow channel above; bases banded with maroon . Peduncle slender, minutely spotted with maroon. Inflorescence racemose up to 80 mm long, few-to many-flowered, lax. Flowers patent to slightly cernuous , campanulate , 4--6 mm long; perianth segments white with deep rose gibbosities and keels, the inner perianth segments scarcely longer than the outer. Stamens shortly exserted. Seed globose with a short, terminal , ridged arillode. (Figures 28-31) .
Flowering time: September -October. Var. campanulata differs from the typical variety in having succulent, semi-terete leaves with a very narrow channel above. The flowers are campanulate rather than oblong-campanulate, with the inner perianth segments only slightly longer than the outer, and the stamens shortly exserted . The seed is globose with a short terminal , ridged arillode, similar to that of the typical variety. Its distribution range is, as far as is known, along the southern Cape coastal area from Caledon to Riversdale. Var. glaucina differs from the typical variety in having more attractive flowers in shades of blue and pink, and not in pale yellow or greenish yellow. Its distribution is restricted to a small area on the eastern slopes of Table  Mountain , whereas the typical plant occurs in many localities on the Cape Peninsula and has a wide distribution on the mainland as well. (Figures 32 & 33) . Lachenalia unifolia J acq. and its varieties all have seeds with an almost obsolete, terminal, ridged arillode, whereas the taxon which Baker designated as var. rogersii of that species, has a seed with a long, terminal, inflated arillode similar to that of L. mediana Jacq. which appears to be its closest ally. However it differs from the latter in having a broader leaf blade with undulate to crisped margins; the clasping base is irregularly banded with dark maroon to magenta markings, schlechteri the flowers are as long as those of the typical variety but differ in having the pedicels very much reduced to sessile and tend to be suberect rather than spreading to cernuous. The seed has a small almost obsolete, terminal ridged arillode, and it is similar to those of the other varieties of L. unifolia. (Figures  36-39) . 
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